
Week Fourteen – August 30
THE HEART OF PRESENCE

PSALM 139:23-24

Overview: God knows us perfectly and completely. There is nothing about 
us that God does not see or know. David understood God’s perfect 
knowledge of man, and in verses 23 and 24, David challenges God to 
search his heart and “see if there is any wicked way in me.” What David is 
acknowledging is that only God can know one’s true heart and it is only 
God who has perfect knowledge of us. And in spite of who we are, He 
extends His abundant love to us. He will not leave us or forsake us. His 
presence is with us and He can lead us in the way everlasting” (v.24).

What is the central focus of this Psalm? What is David telling us?

The great Bible commentator Matthew Henry said, “God not only sees 
men, but He sees through them. He sees our outward actions, but He also 
knows our inward motivations. He sees our deeds, but He also knows our 
heart.  There is nothing about you that God does not see or know. David is 
opening his heart to God asking God to search him and to free him of any 
wickedness that permeates his heart. And we know that David was not free 
from sin, and it must have been a heavy burden on David. What David 
understood was that God and only God could free one from his wicked 
ways. That is why David is not only asking God to search his heart but to 
lead him to a better life, a better way – the way everlasting. David knew 
God, he knew His love, and he knew His everlasting redemptive nature.

Progression or Steps that lead to a deeper relationship with God

David reminds us that God sees all. There is nothing about us that God 
does not see and know. David says that God knew us even when we were 
in our mother’s womb. From inception to death, God knows everything 
about us. He knows our weaknesses, our sinful desires, our 
transgressions. Nothing is hidden from God. He knows our innermost hurts, 
fears, and frustrations, -- and yet He longs to know us intimately. When we 
become despondent, fearful, frustrated, anxious or even angry, God knows 
what we are dealing with, and it is in those times that we should realize that 
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we have a loving God, who is there with us, in our presence. And what 
should we do? We should open our heart to Him, asking Him to search us, 
to cleanse us, to purify us, and to free us from our wicked way. Know that 
when we open up, He can lead us to Jesus and the “way everlasting.”

How does this impact your walk with God? 

We often see ourselves in an unworthy light – and when we do, we wonder 
why a great, magnificent God would ever want to speak to us. In that case, 
God could scream into our ears, but we would not hear Him. We must see 
ourselves as God sees us: that is, as children who need Him to speak, who 
need to listen, who need guidance every day of our lives. If we have a 
small image of God and do not fully appreciate the magnificence of God, 
the one who created the heavens and the earth, then communication with 
God shuts down to minimal levels at best. It all depends on relationship. 
We are children of God, and our Father eagerly seeks to speak to us. He 
desires to free us from the shackles of sin and lead us to the way 
everlasting.

We are nothing but scarred, earthen vessels, barren and empty, and Jesus 
has chosen to put His unmatched presence in these earthly vessels. He is 
at home in these tattered earthly tents. We need not be ill at ease, but 
instead we can relax and enjoy His fellowship, knowing that He died for us 
while we were yet hopeless sinners (Romans 5:6-8). He has permanently 
accepted us into His family, with all our undesirable baggage. We are His 
and we should be overwhelmed to know that He is the way to everlasting 
life. 

How do you view God? Do you know Him intimately? When you become 
despondent, hurt or angry, do you turn to God? Do you feel His presence 
when you turn to Him? How strong is your relationship with Jesus? Have 
you fully surrendered to Him.
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